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Serbia." In reality Ilitch did not set himself to collect
youths until after Easter, after receiving Princip's letter,
and very probably not until Princip's arrival at Sarajevo
about three weeks before the crime.97 Nor can it be true
that Ilitch, while Princip and his two companions were
still in Belgrade, "continued his preparations in Sarajevo
quite independently of them" and "armed three other
youths," because he had no arms until Princip brought
them. Incidentally it may be noted that neither Ilitch nor
his Sarajevo recruits appear to have had the nerve or de-
termination to do the deed. None of them raised a finger
on the fatal day. Had it not been for the fixed purpose with
which Princip and Chabrinovitch had come from Belgrade
it is provable that the Archduke would have come and gone
unharmed. More will be said on this point later in connec-
tion with the responsibility for the crime.
Furthermore, though there is no doubt that Mr. Seton-
Watson's version is correct in so far as it relates to the
newspaper clipping sent at Easter from Sarajevo to Cha-
brinovitch in Belgrade,98 it is to be noted that Princip de-
clared energetically that even before this clipping was re-
ceived, he had formed the determination to carry out the
deed: "I know positively that before Chabrinovitch re-
ceived the clipping I said to him that I would carry out the
assassination."99
As between these two accounts of Mr. Seton-Watson and
M. Bogitchevitch, one may say that the latter is in many
97 The testimony at the trial concerning Popovitch and Vaso Chub-
rilovitch seems to indicate that they were recruited by Ilitch for the deed
only a few days before it was to be committed, and that they really
lacked the nerve and determination for the actual deed (cf. Pharos, pp.
52 f., 64 f., 69 ff., 76 ff.). The idea of having a number of assassins armed
was to make the demonstration of protest against Austria's rule appear
to be as wide as possible; as Grabezh testified, "we wished to be as many
as possible in order in this way more to show the discontent" (ibid., p. 55).
»3 C/. Pharos, pp. 7, 23; Jevtitch, p. 25 f.
99 Cf. Pharos, p. 40, Chabrinovitch, however, claimed the doubtful
honor of first suggesting it to Princip.

